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NEO TALKING POINTS

1. Are you aware of the transition we are making on 20 contract patterns removing flame and 
antimicrobial/biocide additives?

2. We sent a bulletin outlining why we are doing this.  Did you receive?  If not, I will send to you.

3. Our standard contract patterns will meet the most common flammability requirements: Cal 117, 
UFAC Class 1 and NFPA 260. As a result of the reformulation, these patterns will no longer comply 
with Federal Aviation Specifications (FAR 25.853), IMO FTP 2010 or Cal 133. If your application 
requires compliance with one of these standards, let me know so we can explore options.

4. It is important that you clearly understand any flame specifications that are required for your 
specific application.

5. As we transition these patterns without FR and antimicrobial/biocide additives, we just want you to 
be aware of what you will be ordering and receiving with respect to flammability and antimicrobial/
biocide compliance.  

6. The reformulated products will be clearly marked with “NEO”.  The “NEO” designation will be 
used to identify products manufactured without chemical flame retardant and antimicrobial/biocide 
additives.  All “NEO” products comply with CAL 117, UFAC, and NFPA 260.

7. Revised technical bulletins and product lists will be posted on our website, www.spradlingvinyl.com.

8. A bulletin confirming this transition will also be attached to electronic invoices and/or inserted 
with all mailed invoices.

FAQ

Q. Why are you doing this?
A. As we explained in the Technical Bulletin that we provided to you, we chose to remove chemical FR and 
 antimicrobial/biocide additives on 20 contract patterns in response to market demands for more 
 environmentally-friendly products.

Q. When will this happen?
A. It is in a transition process now.  Products with the “NEO” designation will be manufactured without FR 
 and antimicrobial/biocides additives, but will continue to meet CAL 117, UFAC, and NFPA 260.

Q.  Will these products still pass California Technical Bulletin (TB) 133?
A. The State of California recently announced that Technical Bulletin (TB) 133 has been repealed effective  
 January 22, 2019. TB 133 was an open flame test for upholstered seating, which generally required the use 
 of flame-retardant chemicals and additional barrier fabric. All “NEO” products comply with CAL 117, 
 UFAC, and NFPA 260.
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Q. Will these products still pass FAR 25. 853 and IMO FTP 2010?
A. As currently formulated, they will not. There are aftermarket treatment options available.  We can also 
 produce custom products that will pass with normal minimum order quantity requirements. 

Q.	 Do	you	still	have	inventory	of	the	material	that	meets	the	other	flame	specs?
A. During the transition to the “NEO” product line, we will use up our existing inventory of products  
 that were produced with FR and antimicrobial/biocide additives. We anticipate that this transition period 
 will take months.

Q. What does NEO mean?
A. NEO = New.  It simply means a change to the formulation. We removed FR additives and antimicrobial/
 biocides from most contract products with the exception of four patterns where we removed only FR 
 additives.

Q.	 Do	you	plan	on	carrying	inventory	of	both	constructions	with	full	flame	and	without?
A. No, it is our plan to convert these 20 product lines to non-FR and non-antimicrobial/biocide products. 
 However, we will also offer products that include FR and antimicrobial/biocide additives if required to 
 meet a customer’s specific needs.

Q. Will the change effect the color of the product?
A. No changes in color.

Q. Will the change effect product performance?
A. No changes in product performance.

Q. Are you sending out new sampling?
A. Yes, it will be a transition process as well. As we run out of our existing sample elements, new samples will 
 be distributed with the updated flame-resistance and antimicrobial/biocide specifications. 

Q.	 Will	you	be	sending	new	specification?
A. Yes, we will update each of the specification sheets on these products.

Q. What are the 20 patterns that are being transitioned to non-FR additives and non-
 antimicrobial/biocide?
A. List will be provided.

Q. What is EcoSense?
A. EcoSense is product manufactured phthalate, FR, and antimicrobial/biocide free. It is also a corporate 
 strategy that outlines how we process (manufacture) and how we treat our people and communities. The 
 EcoSense patterns are Maglia, Edgeline, Genero, Guardian, and Savoy.


