
About Marine Vinyl and Mold
Marine quality vinyl is designed to resist mold. Wherever you have water, mold usually finds its way in. Moisture 
from the air, as well as body sweat, creates an ideal environment for mold and mildew to grow on vinyl 
surfaces. Even if you cover your boat seats for protection, moisture can penetrate and cause unsightly mold 
growth. Fortunately, there are a number of ways you can eliminate mold from your marine vinyl.

Mold Cleaning Product Warning
Bleach-based cleaning products are some of the most popular options when it comes to getting rid of mold. 
Not only is bleach an effective cleaning product, it is also extremely affordable. Unfortunately, bleach poses a 
threat to your vinyl that is twofold. Bleach cleaning products ultimately deteriorate the stitching on marine vinyl 
seating. The detrimental effects are even more noticeable when you combine bleach and sunlight. After cleaning 
with bleach, the sun will beat down on your vinyl and stitching, causing the threads that bind vinyl seat cushions 
to weaken and in the end disintegrate. When residue from bleach is left behind on your vinyl, exposure to the 
sun can cause the vinyl itself to yellow and eventually deteriorate. For this reason experts recommend using a 
mixture of bleach and water exclusively for smaller mold jobs.

How to Clean Mold Off Marine Vinyl 
The key to keeping your boat seating mold-free is to clean it on a regular basis. Don’t wait until mold and 
mildew spread to various areas. Tackle even the smallest jobs quickly using the following techniques:

• Take your time - Once you apply a mold-killing product to a vinyl surface it’s important to let it sit for a 
while, allowing the cleaner to work its magic. The bigger the job, the longer you should let the cleaner sit. Some 
recommended options for cleaning solutions include:

o Ivory/Dawn dish soap with warm water
o Mixture of bleach and water
o Mixture of ammonia and water
o Mixture of baking soda and vinegar

• Go easy - After the cleaner is applied and allowed to sit, use a soft-bristled brush to scrub the vinyl. A 
toothbrush or nailbrush can help loosen particles adhered to the surface and eliminate mold hiding in small 
crevices. Pay special attention to the stitching, where residue can build up. Finally, remember to brush lightly to 
avoid damaging your marine vinyl. 

• Rinse well - It is critical to remove every trace of your chosen cleaner, as mold spores can feed on almost 
any sort of residue, even soap.

• Dry - Use a clean white towel to dry and buff the marine vinyl. You want to get vinyl as dry as possible in 
order to prevent moisture that leads to mold growth. 

The Importance of Proper Cleaning
Proper cleaning and care of your boat will pay off in the long run. Not only will you create a safe environment 
for your passengers, you will also ensure longer-lasting seating and a showroom-ready boat, in case you decide 
to sell. What’s more, regular vinyl maintenance will cut down on expensive resurfacing jobs and help preserve 
the integrity of your boat for years to come.
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